Nottingham Diocesan Inspection Team


	REFERENCE DOCUMENT TO SUPPORT MAKING JUDGEMENTS ON

 THE QUALITY OF TEACHING & LEARNING.

	Areas being Monitored
	Inadequate
	Satisfactory
	Good
	Outstanding

	Start of the lesson
	Lesson openings are too brief and attempts to share learning objectives may be unclear.

Children are not sufficiently engaged from the beginning of the lesson
	There is a lesson opening which engages children effectively. 
Lesson objectives are shared clearly.
	Lesson openings are interactive and quickly engage children in their learning.
Lesson objectives and success criteria are made clear.


	Lively, interactive lesson openings ensure all children understand the aims and success criteria for the session. Teachers make links with prior learning and use starter activities   to access children’s starting knowledge and skills.

	Attainment and Standards
	Significant members of children are working at a level below that expected for their age and cohort
	Children achieve realistic standards of work in line with national expectations according to their potential 
	High standards are achieved.
Learners are gaining knowledge, skills and understanding at a good rate
	Consistent high standards are achieved. Many groups of children exceed  expectations.

	Pupils’ Progress
	Targets and expected outcomes are not challenging.
A significant number of learners make slow progress during the session and some groups significantly underachieve.
	Teachers set appropriately challenging targets and outcomes, which are achieved by the majority of pupils in the session
	Learners meet challenging targets in relation to their capability and starting points.
Most groups of learners, including SEN, make at least good progress in the session.
	Significant numbers of children make better than expected progress with some groups making exceptional progress within the session.

	Teaching
	Teacher’s subject knowledge may be inadequate or inaccurate. The level of challenge is too high or too low.
Methods do not sufficiently engage and encourage learners.
Not enough independent or active learning takes place.

Use of questioning is often closed.
	A range of teaching styles is used.
Subject knowledge is accurate.

Teachers involve pupils productively and use a different range of questioning. 
	Teaching is effective.
Teachers have good subject knowledge which leads to confident use of a range of teaching styles.

Children are actively engaged in their learning, show enthusiasm and work well independently.

Questions are used to challenge thinking. 
	Teaching is stimulating, enthusiastic and consistently challenging, stemming from expert knowledge of the curriculum, how to teach it and how pupils learn.

Teachers extend pupils’ thinking and encourage independent learning through outstanding use of questions and well-matched teaching styles. 

	Pace
	Pace of lesson is insufficient  for pupils to make satisfactory gains in knowledge, skills and understanding
	Pupils understand what they are expected to do and tasks have sufficient challenge to keep them working well, independently and co-operatively.
	Pupils are expected to work hard. The level of challenge is realistic and pupils are productive.
	Teaching methods are well selected and time used very productively for independent and collaborate work.
Activities and demands are matched sensitively to pupils’ needs

	Relationships and 

Behaviour
	Behaviour is often inappropriate and teachers do not adequately use the school’s agreed systems to deal with this.
Some pupils lack confidence and do not readily relate to adults
	Agreed systems for dealing with unsatisfactory behaviour are used consistently.
Relationships between adults and children are effective
	Any unsatisfactory behaviour is managed effectively.
Pupils feel safe and have good relationships with adults and peers.

There is evidence of good attitudes to school.
	Attitudes demonstrate excellent relationships between adults and pupils and between groups of pupils.
There is a high level of pastoral care which creates a “can-do” culture.

	Learning Support

TA’s
	TA’s lack clarity in their roles and may have weak subject knowledge.
Time is not always used effectively.
	TA’s are adequately briefed and prepared for tasks.
They support children in their learning.
	TA’s are deployed effectively to support learning and have clear guidance on their role within each session and an opportunity to contribute assessment information 
	Skilful deployment of TA’s supports and enhances pupil progress.
TA’s have very good subject knowledge and can use questioning effectively. 

	Plenary
	The plenary, if there is one, may be rushed and does not relate to the learning objective.
Children may be unclear what they have achieved in the session.
	The lesson has a conclusion that relates to the learning objective.
Children make simple self evaluations of their performance.
	The lesson has a conclusion that reflects on the learning and relates to the learning objective.
Children may be involved in self or peer assessment.
	Skilful use of plenaries ensures both teacher and pupils are aware of the progress they have made in the session and the value of their achieved outcomes.



