Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction

for Children

<date>

<name of church> 

<insert school logo(s)>

[image: image1.wmf]
Benediction for Children      <date>
(NB Hymns can be changed - words should be addressed directly to Jesus).

(Opening Hymn:  Lord Jesus Christ
Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us,

you are one with us, Mary’s son.

Cleansing our souls from all their sin, 

pouring your love and goodness in,

Jesus our love for you we sing,

living Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ now and ev’ry day

teach us how pray, Son of God.

You have commanded us to do

this in remembrance, Lord, of you.

Into our lives your pow’r breaks through

living Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us,

born as one of us, Mary’s Son.

Led out to die on Calvary,

risen from death to set us free,

living Lord Jesus, help us see

you are Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you,

live my life for you, Son of God.

All your commands I know are true,

your many gifts will make me new,

into my life your pow’r breaks through

living Lord.

Priest: Greeting

Reading – The Call of Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-10) 

(e.g. from God’s Story 3)  or…

One night Eli was lying down in his room, half blind as he was.  The lamp of God was still lighted and Samuel also lay in the house of Yahweh near the ark of God.  Then Yahweh called, “Samuel! Samuel!”  Samuel answered, “I am here!” and ran to Eli saying, “I am here did you not call me?”  But Eli said, “I did not call, go back to sleep.”  So he went and lay down.

Then Yahweh called again, “Samuel! Samuel!”  and Samuel stood up and went to Eli saying, “You called me; I am here.”  But Eli answered, “I did not call you my son.  Go back to sleep.”


Samuel did not yet know Yahweh and the word of Yahweh had not yet been revealed to him.  But Yahweh called Samuel for the third time and, as he went again to Eli saying, “I am here for you have called me,” Eli realised that it was Yahweh calling the boy.  So he said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you again, answer: “ Speak Yahweh, your servant listens.”
Then Yahweh came and stood there calling as he did before, “Samuel!  Samuel!”  And Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant listens.”
Reader:  The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God

The Blessed Sacrament is placed in the Monstrance             [‘Exposition’]

Priest:  Prayer

Let us Pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,

take our freedom, our memories, 

our understanding and our will.

All that we have and cherish you have given us.

We surrender it all to be guided by your will.

Your grace and your love are wealth enough for us.

Give us these Lord Jesus and we will ask for nothing more for you live and reign forever and ever…

All: Amen.
Silent Prayer (5-10 minutes depending on age of children)
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The Divine Praises:  (repeat each line after the priest)

Blessed be God

Blessed be His Holy name

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man.

Blessed be his most Sacred Heart

Blessed be his most Precious Blood

Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar

Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete

Blessed be the great mother of God, Mary most holy

Blessed be her holy and immaculate conception

Blessed be her glorious assumption

Blessed be the name of Mary, virgin and mother

Blessed be St. Joseph, her spouse most chaste

Blessed be God in his angels and in his saints.

Priest: You have given your people bread from heaven

All:  The bread which is full of all goodness.

Priest: 
Let us pray.  

Lord Jesus Christ, you give us the Eucharist 

as the memorial of your suffering and death.

May our worship of this sacrament of your 

Body and Blood help us to experience 
the salvation you won for us

and the peace of the Kingdom where you 

live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.

All: 
Amen

Priest: Blessing

After the Blessing, the Blessed Sacrament is placed in the tabernacle or returned to Church as the following is sung… 

(   O Sacrament most Holy 

(repeat 4 times; last verse unaccompanied)

O Sacrament most Holy,

O Sacrament Divine.

All praise and all thanks giving

be every moment thine.


(Final Hymn: The Love I have for You

The love I have for you, my Lord,

is only a shadow of your love for me;

only a shadow of your love for me;

your deep abiding love.

My own belief in you, my Lord,

is only a shadow of your faith in me;

only a shadow of your faith in me;

your deep and lasting faith.

My life is in your hands;

my life is in your hands.

My love for you will grow, my God.

Your light in me will shine.

The dream I have today, my Lord,

is only a shadow of your dreams for me;

only a shadow of all that will be;

if I but follow you.

The joy I feel today, my Lord,

is only a shadow of your joys for me;

only a shadow of your joys for me;

when we meet face to face.

My life is in your hands;

my life is in your hands.

My love for you will grow, my God.

Your light in me will shine.

NB Secondary Schools may also like to sing the Tantum Ergo before the Divine Praises:

Down in adoration falling,

Lo! The sacred Host we hail,  (bow heads)
Lo! O’er ancient forms departing

newer rites of grace prevail;

faith for all defects supplying,

where the feeble senses fail.

To the everlasting Father,

and the Son who reigns on high

with the Holy Spirit proceeding

forth from each eternally,

be salvation, honour, blessing,

might and endless majesty.  Amen.

<name of school / schools>











