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Act of Worship

“BOOKS”

Key Stage 1
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                            Focal Point:  Table covered by cloth

                                                 2 candles

                                                 Display of different types of books (spread on floor) – chosen        

                                                 earlier by children from each class

                                                 Display of religious books set out on table

                                                 (Include prayer books, children’s bible, God’s Story,

                                                 Church Story, Mass books, etc)

                                                 Large (adult) Bible    

                                                 Stand (support) for Bible

Leader: We have come together to celebrate and pray. Let us rejoice as we sing.

 Opening Hymn: “Picture Books” - Rejoice 1 (17)

Leader:  Welcome to our celebration. (Pointing to the focus table) Who can tell me what is the theme of our celebration today?  (BOOKS). There are lots of books displayed here today: stories, poems, nursery rhymes. Books that have been chosen by you, as your special, or favourite books. 

Then on the table we have more books. These are special books too, because they are books with very important information inside. (Highlight themes of stories of God’s messages for us, stories about Jesus, prayers to God, etc.)  

But there seems to be something missing from our table – I wonder what it could be? 

(Quiet music plays, while a group of children process to the table. The first two carefully carry lighted candles, while a third carries the large Bible).

This is the most important book of all; the one from which all the other books here take their information – the Bible. (Hold up Bible for all to see.) This great book is in two parts  - the first part is all about God and his dealings with people, and the second part is about the life of Jesus on earth, and his message of God’s love – which He wants us to share with everyone.  Let us welcome God’s Word with joy.
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All sing: ”Alleluia, Alleluia” while the Bible is placed on its stand, opened at Luke 2: 32 -40. The candles are placed on either side of it.    
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Reader: The Bible has been left open at a very important story – which we are going to listen to now. This tells us of how Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple to say thank you to God for their special gift (of Jesus), and how other people there thanked God too.          

A reading from the Gospel of Saint Luke,

All: Glory to you, O Lord
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                 Reader:  Mary and Joseph made many visits to the Temple in Jerusalem, but                 

                                         the first time they took Jesus was not long after he was born.

Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple. He was their baby boy, and they wanted to thank God for him. At the door of the Temple, they were met by a blind, old man, called Simeon. He was a good and holy man, who often went to the Temple to pray. Although he did not know the family, he knew at once that Jesus was very special. Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God in a loud voice. He said, “This baby will bring joy and light to the world.” Mary and Joseph were very surprised at Simeon’s words and didn’t understand what he meant. Simeon blessed them and thanked God for having met them.
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After that they met Anna. She was eighty-four years old and spent all her time in the Temple praying.  She too said a thank-you prayer to God for sending Jesus, and told everyone that he would bring happiness to all those who loved God.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
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                                Leader:  When Simeon and Anna recognised Mary, Joseph and their baby                 

                                              son, Jesus, their meeting must have been a big surprise to all of 

                                              them. Let us sit quietly for a moment and think of how we would welcome Jesus into our lives, if we were to recognise him living among us today.

Silent pause.

Leader: Now let us join together in prayer to thank God, and Jesus, and his message of love for us. (Could be displayed on screen)

Reader: For all these books which we enjoy so much.

All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the love you have shown us.

All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the gift of your son, Jesus.

All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For Jesus’ message of love and kindness to all.

All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the Bible, which tells us of all these things

All: We thank you, God.


                  Leader: To show that we know and understand God’s message of love and 

                                kindness, which is written  in the Bible, let us join hands as friends we 

                                sing our final hymn.          

All sing: “An Alleluia Song” Rejoice 1 – (15) 

After the final hymn is sung, the procession of children carrying the candles and Bible leaves the room to quiet music.

“BOOKS”

Key Stage 2

                            Focal Point:  Table covered by cloth

                                                 Examples of different types of books, including those used by 

                                                 the school /local community (spread on floor) – chosen earlier   

                                                 by children from each class.

                                                 Stand (support for Bible)

 To be carried into the liturgy:      Large (adult) Bible and a collection of different biblical texts

                                                 Five “scrolls” (bearing names of types of books in the Bible; 

                                                 i.e. “History”, “Gospels”, “Letters”, “Psalms”, “Proverbs”).
                                                 2 candles
Opening hymn: “Light, Truth and Joy” – Rejoice 2 (18)

Leader: Welcome to our liturgy, where we will celebrate what we have learned about some very special books. Among them are some of the books you see here. Some are favourites chosen by yourselves; fact and fiction, poetry and humour. There are also books which contain information about our school and parish – like the school Log Book. But some important books seem to be missing.

            As quiet music  plays, a group of children process into the room carrying 

the biblical texts  and “scrolls”, with the large Bible last. - led by children carrying lighted candles. The printed books are shown to the assembled group then placed on the focus table.

Reader: We can see that the most important books are now in place. These books are ones 

which interpret the Bible for us. Some are texts which have been simplified, perhaps so that they can be heard and understood by young children. Others contain only part of the Bible, like the New Testament, which tells of the life and teachings of Jesus and his followers. At the centre is the most important book of all – the Bible, which contains both the Old and New Testaments. This tells us of the history of God’s relationship with the Jewish people before the time when Jesus lived, as well as of the life, works and words of Jesus and his earliest followers, who were guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Leader: Let us welcome the Word of God among us as we sing “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia” (any 

             version known by all the children).

Reader: But when the Word of God, as written in the Bible was given to us at first, it looked 

nothing like this printed book.  Instead it took hundreds of years for the different books of the Bible to be written.  The words were written down on scrolls, using pens and ink and were written by many different writers, all of whom were guided by God. The Bible is really more like a library of books, which tell the history of the Jewish and Christian people, and their relationship with God. 

The main types of books were: the Historical writings; the Gospels, or Good News, which recorded memories about Jesus and those whose lives he changed; the Acts of the Apostles, or letters from the friends of Jesus to their followers; the Psalms, which are poems and hymns of praise to God; and the Proverbs, or wise sayings, which were used to guide people in their everyday lives.

Reader: We are now going to hear a reading, which explains for us the news of the coming of 

Jesus, and his connection to the God whom we have heard about in the Old Testament. 

                       Reader: A reading from the first chapter of the Gospel of Saint John.

                         All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

Reader: In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the Word was God. From the very beginning the Word was with God. Through him God made all things; not one thing in creation was made without him. The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to humanity. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out………… The Word became a human being, and full of grace and truth lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father’s only Son…… Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us one blessing after another. God gave the law through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The only Son, who is the same as God and is at the Father’s side, -  he has made him known.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   Or sing “ Wonderful Lord” -  Rejoice 2 (19)


                              Leader: Let us reflect quietly for a few moments about those people who 

                              ensured that God’s messages were given to us.  Let us remember too, some 

                              of the many blessings, which God has given to us– especially that of Jesus. 

Silent pause

Reader: Let us join together in prayers of thanks, to which the response is: 

              “We thank you, God.” (These prayers could be illustrated and displayed on a screen)


Reader:  For the writers of our faith story.

     All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the coming of Jesus, the Word of God.

     All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For all these books which help us to understand 

              your message  of love and forgiveness. 

      All: We thank you, God.

                   Leader:  Let us join together in our final hymn  - “Like A Lamp” Rejoice 2 – (20)             

                           As quiet music plays the Bible is carried from the focus area to the door  

                          and   held – or placed upon a stand – near the exit.      

Leader: Before we leave, let us pray these words together:- 

All: May the Word of God be written on our hearts, minds and memories and stay with us  

      always.

Leader: As you leave, I would like you to touch the Bible reverently with your fingertips – then touch your forehead and heart – to remind you of where you want the Word of God to remain.
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